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takefive

(actions that take five minutes or less)

Action: Call your U.S. Rep-
resentative and Senators and
ask them to support the
“Working from Poverty to
Promise Act of 2002" (H.R.
4210). Please see story on
welfare this page for details.

M essage:

» Please support the propos-
als contained in H.R. 4210.

* Welfare reauthorization
must focus on providing
resources and opportuni-
tiesto help families get out
of poverty.

¢ More education and train-
ing opportunities will help
poor families achieve
long-term self-sufficiency.

Moreinformation: Bread for

the World, www.bread.org.

Legidative
Y ellow Pages

State L egislative Infor mation
1-800-332-2313 (outside Salem)
(503) 986-1000 (in Salem)
www.leg.state.or.ug/citizenguide

Governor Kitzhaber
(503) 378-4582 (24 hours)

U.S. Capitol Switchboard
(202) 224-3121

Federal Legisative Contacts
Rep. Wu (District 1)

(503) 326-2901

Rep. Walden (District 2)
(541) 776-4646

Rep. Blumenauer (District 3)
(503) 231-2300

Rep. DeFazio (District 4)
(541) 465-6732

Rep. Hooley (District 5)
(503) 588-9100

Senator Smith

(503) 326-3386

Senator Wyden

(503) 326-7525
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Welfare reauthorization moving quickly;
Congress needsto hear from you!

The federal reauthorization
of the nation’s welfare pro-
gram, Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF), is
quickly moving through Con-
gress. Many important issues
are at stake, and the outcome
of these deliberations will
have a profound impact on
Oregon’s poor families.

Life after welfarereform
Prior to federal welfare re-
formin 1996, cash welfare
served as the nation’ s income
safety net for poor families
with children who had no or
very littleincome. The goal
was to protect children from
the harmful effects of poverty.
The 1996 welfare law
changed the focus of welfare
from ameliorating poverty to
requiring work. The program
was changed from a federal
entitlement to state block
grants, and thousands of |ow-
income parents moved off
welfare and into work.

The economy of the late
1990s provided the biggest
incentive for parents to move
off the welfare roles. Plenty
of jobs, particularly low-wage
jobs, were available, and most
parents wanted very much to
work. But the number of poor
Oregonians did not decrease,
despite low unemployment
and a strong economy.

What have we |learned
since 1996? We've learned
that work alone does not
move families out of poverty,
and when the economy hitsa
recession, the safety net is full
of gaping holes.

Morework the answer?

As TANF reauthorization
discussions get underway,
some members of Congress,
following the lead of the Bush
Administration, are looking to
increase work requirements
and make life even more diffi-
cult for poor families. Con-
gress and the White House

should be looking instead at
how to better support low-
income families who are try-
ing to work, even in aweak
economy.

Work supports such as
child care, transportation, and
rental assistance are woefully
inadeguate in most states, par-
ticularly now that states are
experiencing severe budget
deficits. Evenif low-wage
earners are doing all they can
to stay employed, without
supportsin place, they are
more likely to lose their jobs.

The best ticket out of pov-
erty is more education and
training. Y et the Bush Ad-
ministration’s proposal, by
increasing work reguirements
and restricting state flexibil-
ity, makes it even more diffi-
cult for parentsto get the edu-
cation and training they need
to secure better paying jobs
that will permanently move
them beyond poverty.

continued on page 2

More state revenue needed to save safety net

Asathird Special Session
looms on the horizon and the
state’ s budget crisis shows no
signs of abating, it isimpera-
tive that Oregonians speak out
in support of increasing reve-
nues to help protect the weak-
ened public safety net. With-
out additional funds coming
into the state' s treasury, the
Governor and legislators will

Oregon Hunger Relief Task
Force’ s Hunger Headlines
2002 is now available! To get
acopy (or more copies), call
Holly Wilkalis, (503) 963-2292
or holly.wilkalis@hcs.state.or.us.

have no choice but to make
another set of deep and devas-
tating cuts to human services,
education, public safety, and
other critical programs.

Inits new Hunger Head-
lines 2002, the Oregon Hun-
ger Relief Task Force
(OHRTF) recommends fight-
ing hunger and homel essness
by maintaining and strength-
ening the safety net for low-
wage workers and other vul-
nerable Oregonians, espe-
cially during these tough eco-
nomic times. Thiswill take
more money. Are our elected
officials ready to make these

kinds of tough decisions?
They need to hear from you!

OHRTF and Oregon Food
Bank support revenue options
that do not hurt those already
struggling in our poor econ-
omy. These optionsinclude
delaying the implementation
of Measure 88 (federal in-
come tax deduction change)
and ingtituting a temporary
surcharge on state income
taxes (strategy used during
the recession in early 1980s).

Call your State Represen-
tative and State Senator to-
day! Ask them to consider
new sour ces of revenue!
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M edical assistance
now available for
women with breast
or cervical cancer

=i

During the 2001 Legidlature,
lawmakers passed a bill ena-
bling Oregon to take advantage
of afederal option to provide
medical assistance based on a
woman's need of treatment for
breast or cervical cancer, in-
cluding pre-cancerous condi-
tions. Therules for the pro-
gram went into effect April 1%,

To be eligible, awoman
must be found to need treatment
through her enrollment in the
Oregon Breast and Cervical
Cancer Program. Income eligi-
bility for this programisup to
250% of the federal poverty
level. She must aso be under
the age of 65 and not already
covered by health insurance.

The program is administered
by participating county health
departments and tribal health
clinics. For more information,
contact Patricia Schoonmaker,
with the Oregon Breast and
Cervical Cancer Program at the
Department of Human Services,
(503) 731-4273 or patricia.
schoonmaker @state.or .us.

The Advocacy Alert is published
jointly by the Oregon Food Bank
(OFB) and the Oregon Hunger
Relief Task Force (OHRTF).

OFB Advocacy Staff:

(503) 282-0555 [Portland area]
1-800-777-7427 [outside Portland]

Kim Thomas X206

Tina Kotek X204

Cassandra Garrison X210
http://www.oregonfoodbank.org
advocacy@oregonfoodbank.org

OHRTF Staff:

Patti Whitney-Wise, (503) 963-2290
patti.ww@bhcs.state.or.us

Holly Wilkalis, (503) 963-2292

Nancy Weed, (503) 998-6194
nancyjweed@aol.com
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Welfare and Con QresS continued from page one

Your voice needed now!

People must let Congress
know that TANF reauthori-
zation should focus on real
needs right now, not on
stereotypes that have noth-
ing to do with people's
abilities to keep their jobs
and move into better paying
jobs. Any TANF reauthori-
zation bill that gets through
Congress should:

« protect state flexibility (a
one-size-fits-all approach
won't help Oregon);

e provide more supports
for working poor families
(child care, transporta-
tion, rent assistance, etc.)

* increase access to educa-
tion and training so peo-
ple can move out of pov-
erty; and

 provide adequate funding
to states (so cash grant
levels don't erode over
time).

From poverty to promise

The “Working from Poverty
to Promise Act of 2002" (H.R.
4210) is abi-partisan hill intro-
duced by Rep. Roukema (R-NJ)
and Rep. Tierney (D-MA). The
bill takes a proactive approach
to improving the TANF pro-
gramin ways that will help
workers acquire better-paying
jobs and improve the lives of
their children. Introduced on
behalf of the anti-hunger group
Bread for the World, the hill

= sets poverty reduction as a
goal of TANF,

= boosts education and training
opportunities,

= easestime limitsand im-
proves the welfare-to-work
transition, and

= ensures adequate resources
for the states.

See“ Take Five" on page
oneto takeaction. It'stimeto

really support working families
and their children!

Senior Farmers Market couponsreturn,
helping seniorsand local farmers

Federal funds totaling
$838,000 are now available
for asecond year of the
Senior Farmer’s Market Nu-
trition Program in Oregon.
This program will provide
more than 10,000 low-
income seniors with $80
worth of coupons to use di-
rectly with farmers who
grow fruits and vegetables
and sell them at farmers
markets or roadside stands.

Seniorsare éligible if
they are 60 years old (as of
April 1%), are receiving food
stamps and/or Medicaid,
and are not living in a facil-
ity where meals are pro-
vided.

By May 15", eligible
seniors will receive a post-
card from the state office for
Seniors and People with
Disabilities. To participate

in the program and get the
coupons, seniors must return
the postcard by May 31%. If
you did not get a postcard,
call thetoll free number listed
at the end of thisarticle.

The Senior Farmers Mar-
ket Nutrition Program sup-
ports local farmers. The cou-
pons can only be used for
fresh fruits, vegetables, and
herbs sold by participating
farmers’ markets and farm
stands. The coupons must be
used between June 5, 2002
and October 31, 2002.

For more information
about senior participation, call
Seniors and People with Dis-
abilities at 1-866-299-3562.

If you have questions about
farmers' markets and farm
stands, call the Department of
Agriculture in Salem at (503)
872-6600.
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Oregon Telephone
Assistance Program
underused despite
increasein Food
Samp households

Low-income households
may be eligible for assistance
with their monthly telephone
bills through the Oregon Tele-
phone Assistance Program
(OTAP). Tobedligible, a
person must be receiving food
stamps, Supplemental Secu-
rity Income (SSl), or certain
types of medical assistance.

OTAP provides about $11
each month to help aqualified
household with the cost of
their basic telephone service.
The program is administered
by the Oregon Public Utility
Commission (PUC) and is
funded by user surcharges.

Although the number of
OTAP recipients has been on
the rise (about 7,600 more
participating families from
February 2001 to February
2002), the increase in the
number of food stamp house-
holds during the same period
was significantly higher
(46,500 more families). Cur-
rently, lessthan onein four
food stamp familiesis also
receiving OTAP.

Food stamp recipients
should be told OTAP is avail-
able when they apply or when
they are recertified for bene-
fits. They should also be told
about Link-Up America, an-
other telephone assistance
program that pays half the
cost of the line connection
charge to start new telephone
service. Formsfor both pro-
grams are available at all food
stamp offices.

For more information, con-
tact any food stamp office
(call 1-800-SAFENET for the
nearest location), or call the
PUC at 1-800-848-4442 or go
to www.puc.state.or.us/
consumer/summary.htm.



